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by Jeffrey A. LeTempt

The 16th Annual Tandem Wing Field of Dreams Fly-In was held at Emporia, KS (KEMP) from 22-24 Sep-
tember 2006. Spud Spornitz hosted the event back in Kansas after a three year break. As usual, Spud went
way above and beyond the call of duty and organized a great fly-in. Emporia Municipal has areally nice air-
port and the staff at the airport bent over backwards to accommodate the group.

No matter how hard you try....you can not control the weather. You (in this case Spud) can plan and plan and
plan the fly-in down to the ninth degree, but good old Mother Nature always has the final say when it comesto
flying to afly-in. My plan seemed pretty straight forward (and simple), hop in the Dragonfly about lunchtime
on Friday right after lunch and take-off for KEMP. KEMP is only about 270 miles from my home field at
Cuba, MO (KUBX), this should be aleisurely 2 hour flight that would give me a couple hours to visit with old
friends before dinner.

Bob Moehlenkamp a Dragonfly MK-111 owner from Evansville, IN was going to drive over to Cuba on Friday
morning and we were going to fly over to Emporiatogether in my Dragonfly. The weather forecast for Friday
started looking pretty nasty on about Wednesday and by Thursday afternoon a flight from Cubato Emporia on
Friday looked doubtful at best. | called Bob on Thursday evening and we talked about the weather forecast
and Bob decided to cancel.

| got up on Friday morning and looked at the weather forecast. It looked like there were some pretty nasty
storms over OK and K S heading towards MO, but it looked like there might be a gap in the storms late in the
afternoon. Jill took me over to the airport at about noon and I got the Dragonfly all packed up. Of course it
was raining and windy, but | wanted to go so bad that | just knew the weather was going to clear up any min-
ute.

| called the Columbia FSS to get some planning weather and (hold your breath) file a VFR flight plan. | told
the pre-flight briefer that 1 wanted to go VFR from KUBX to KEMP, | explained to him that | was not real
confident that | was going to have the weather to do that, but he was an optimist. He told me that would not be
aproblem...aslong as | was willing to go 1,000 miles out of my way. Apparently he does not know how many
comedians are out of work.

After we talked about it for a few minutes he did agree with my earlier observation that | may have a brief
window that might allow me to make the flight to KEMP. We decided to head back home and check the
weather in a couple hours. On the drive back to my home in Rolla (about 20 miles to the west) we noticed that
there were some really nasty black clouds that came all the way to the ground and they were swirling around.
Once we got home | sat down at the computer and was immediately welcomed with a chirping weather warn-
ing from Weather Bug....it told me that we were under a tornado warning and that a tornado had touched
down in St. James. St. James is amost exactly half way between Cuba and Rolla and we just drove through
there about 15 minutes ago.

The gymnasium roof was ripped off the middle school and a couple buildings were destroyed, fortunately no
one was seriously injured. The radar indicated that once this weather moved through that it looked pretty good
out to the west. Sunset was going to be around 1900 so | set anot later than 1700 take-off time so | would get
there before it got too dark. | left the house at about 1500 and it was raining about as hard as | have ever seen
itrain. | satin my car listening to an audio book thinking that it might be a better ideaif | would have beenin
aboat.

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

The drainage ditches at the airport
were completely full and there was
about 1" of standing water on the
ramp in front of my hangar. Fi-
nally at about 1645 it started to
slack off a little and the next thing
I knew the sun was shinning. |
called Jill on the phone to have her
check the radar for me and she said
that it looked clear out to the west
so | pulled the Dragonfly out and
was able to get airborne at about
1715.

| could see a thunderstorm cell
about 40 miles to the west of Cuba
so | altered my course about 1 mile

north and only encountered about

10 seconds of very light ran
(maybe 10 drops on the canopy). |
had alittle bit more headwind than
planned which did not help matters
since | missed my no-go take-off
time by 15 minutes. | ended up
cruising at 3,100 RPM rather than
the usual 3,000 RPM and got to
Emporia just a few minutes after
officia sunset right behind Chuck
Ufkesin his Velocity.

| taxied up to the hangar to a
crowd of about 25 people, very
hungry looking people....man |
was glad that | did not do a fly-by
or two, they probably would have
left for the restaurant without me.
Of course Spud took good care of
me. There was a good crowd of

tandem wing enthusiasts at the

Golden Corra who did not bother to wait eating until we got there :<)) It was great having an opportunity to
visit with some old friends over some corn juice. That was about all that was left by the time we got there. Of
course | am kidding, there was plenty of food for everyone and the service was first class. No one went away
hungry.

My lodging plans had to be modified quite a bit when Bob cancelled. | packed my sleeping bag and mat, but a
miscommunication left me homeless (tentless). My 20+ years of Army training paid and | found a very nice
dry air-conditioned room in the corner of the hangar that was under renovation. With the help of Bob and

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Charlie Johnson | found a broom
to sweep up the pant chips
(probably lead based—qlad | didn't
eat any) off the floor (almost cer-
tainly asbestos based—I am glad
the corn juice was filling) before |
set-up camp. As of Friday night
there were two Dragonfly’s, one
Quickie, one Tri-Q2, two Q200’s,
two Tri-Q200's, a Velocity, a
Cozy, a Pulsar and a very special
150 HP Cessna 152.

The first formal activity on Satur- i
day was a parade of airplanes fly- R < T e
over of the golf course where sev- L g C-amp Spudley
eral loca government officials, M et e s
including the Mayor of Emporia,
were playing in a benefit golf tour-

nament. The Airport Manager TW Airplanesin Attendance

thought it would be a great way for [ Ngme Airplane

us to demonstrate that the airport : :

was really being used. | got to do |David and Diane Bourque Dragonfly MK-II _
some great formation flying with (Best Dragonfly Cockpit, High Time
Terry Crouch in his beautiful Dragonfly, and Longest Distance Trav-
Quickie. | think that we had 10 eled in a Dragonfly)
airplanes participate in the fly-by, Jeff LeTempt Dragonfly MK-I1H

it wasredly alot of fun. (Best Overall Dragonfly)

The problem with KEMP (not |Terry Crouch Quickie

really a problem with the airport, it :

was Mother Nature again) was the Sam and Sandy Hoskins Q200

single paved runway, runway 1/19. | Paul Fisher Q200

By 0900 the winds were blowing at —— -

15 knots....90 degrees off the run- | D@eand Suzie Richardson Tn-Q2

way heading of course. The per- | Ernegt and DonnaMartin Tri-Q200

formance run was cancelled due to

the winds and basically that ended |Lynn French Tri-Q200

the flying for the day except for Bruce and Joanne Crain Tri-Q200

some VERY high speed fly-by’s
from the 260+ HP Cozy.

The typical forums were held on Saturday and lots of hangar flying was conducted. | probably spent 5 or 6
hours standing around my Dragonfly on Saturday talking to fellow Dragonfly builders about how or why | did
something this way or that way. Sure you can see 10,000 airplanes at AirVenture in one week (if your body
holds up), but you will never have the opportunity to sit and talk with a fellow Dragonfly builder for hours
about his reflexor or tail wheel or control system. | highly encourage everyone to try to attend the FOD fly-in.
If you are building a Dragonfly it would be avery useful investment.

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Because of the nasty weather, only two Dragonfly’s made it to the fly-in this year, me and David Bourque
from Louisiana. The awards banquet was held in the hangar this year, which | thought worked out great. This
gave us more time to talk about airplanes.

My Dragonfly MK-11H

David and Diane Bourque's Dragonfly MK-I11

| always enjoy every tandem wing fly-in that | attend. The people are always very friendly and are always
very willing to share their experiences. You can potentially learn more about Dragonfly’s in one weekend by
talking with the experienced Dragonfly builder and flyers than you could in several years of internet browsing.
It isalittle bit of a bummer that only two Dragonfly’s made it in this year, but there were lots of very experi-
enced builders in attendance. | would venture a guess that there was a few hundred collective years of Drag-
onfly building experience present to talk about their Dragonfly’s. Just because there was only a couple Drag-
onfly’s does not mean that there was not alot of knowledge to be gained.

| can not give enough thanks to Spud for all the hard work that he did with organizing the FOD fly-in this year.
There has been quite a bit of email traffic on the Dragonfly and Q email lists as well as a lot of behind-the-
scenes discussion about the 2007 FOD fly-in. | do not have any information to put out about the 2007 FOD
fly-in yet, except to say that | hope to see you there. | believe that the fly-in will likely be organized by afew
committees next year to reduce the stress level put on the organizer by afew notches. | can tell you after orga-
nizing the 2003, 2004, and 2005 FOD fly-in that it does take some effort to put together a nice fly-in.

There has been a lot of discussion about moving the fly-in again next year. | personally feel that it is a good
thing to move the fly-in around a little, it gives participants to visit another location in the Midwest. Maybe if
there was just a PERFECT fly-in location and you had a host willing to organize the fly-in year after year after
year, there would not be areason to move the fly-in....but we do not live in fantasy land.

| just really want to thank Spud (I told you that | could not give enough thanks) for al he has done and will do
for the tandem wing community. Spud has spent countless hours organizing the FOD fly-in amost all of the
16 events, not to mention publishing the DBFN for many years. Thank you Spud for your generosity and
friendship over the last several years!!!

Jeff
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ChrisEsselstyn’s Cozy

Lynn French’sTri-Q200

Owner Profile—Greg Bruns

My wife, Dr. Madelyn Y oung (Dr. Mad), and | live in Moore, SC with 5 cats and no kids, unless you count all
the students at Converse College where she is a Professor of Economics. | am a Mechanical Engineer from
Georgia Tech and design Filling, Packaging and Conveying equipment at Hartness International .

My background is Road Racing Cars. | designed, built and drove Formula Vee (VW) cars for 15 years, then
built & drove Formula Atlantic for 1 year. When my utility function from racing went below 1.0 because of
the cost, | gave it up & sold everything and started flying lessons. | guess you can tell I’'m married to an
Economist.

I got hooked on flying before | actually quit racing when | took aride in an Ultralight. | bought a Dragonfly
project that | did absolutely nothing to in 2 years, sold it and bought another in Oregon, trailered it back to SC,
& started to fix a few areas on the wings where the paint had bubbled and ended up having to strip loads of
filler off. I guess my laziness got the best of me because | sold that plane at a huge loss and bought N43TD in
St. Augustine, FL. | built a Great Plains VW 2300 (2276) with a Force One hub and a Sterba 52" x50p prop
and installed that.

| am an inexperienced pilot with only 170 hours so | struggle a little, but flying my Dragonfly is a blast! My
plane draws a crowd at every airport | go to. A Gulfstream V has trouble drawing as much attention. When |
tell people what | spend on fuel, and how fast it goes, they start asking awhole lot more questions.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

The DFBN has been a tremendous
help to me. Without it, | would not
have met my good friends Lorne
Bell & Chuck Ufkes and all the
other fine folks of the Dragonfly
family, nor would | have gotten all
the technical advice. The racing
group had alot of camaraderie, but
we were competitors so it was not
asfriendly asthe Dflyers.

N43TD is a MKIIl, VW2300,
Sterba 52x50. | just recently put
new gear legs on it because |
switched to 500x5.00 from Lamb
tires and had some alignment prob-
lems. | did the 32 ply build up ex-

cept | tapered off the upper section
to 16 ply. | had never heard of the leg breaking in the upper section and | didn’t want it real stiff. Now, it is
very soft and forgiving, it's great! | am designing a new panel for my new instruments and avionics and laid
out more to my liking. One with more leg room and comes up almost to the canopy, as well as, being remov-
able.

| have an Ellison EFS-2 TBI that | am going to install but it will require a new manifold, airbox, throttle &
mixture cable, 2 fuel pumps and modifying or new cowlings. | recently installed Vortex Generators, which
made a huge difference, because in some light rain with full power and full aft stick, | barely had 100'/min
climb. Stall is down to 58mph from 65mph and only 3mph less top speed. Landing is the big difference with
much more of aflair instead of flat attitude. | have flown it in light rain since and not had to move the stick one
bit. | need to modify some unfinished wheel pants | bought to include leg fairings to get some speed back.
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Subscriber List

| think it is quite useful to know if you might have another Dragonfly enthusiast in your area. There have been
a couple of instances where there has been two Dragonfly builders fairly close to each other and they did not
know of each other. What you will see below is alist of current DBFN subscribers, their hometown, and the
last issue they are paid through. Enclosed with this issue you will find a renewa form for 2007 (issue 125
through 130). All of my supplies (paper, postage, envelopes, toner) have increased in price over the last year,
so for the first time in many many many years the subscription rate is going to increase by $1 per year.

Jeff

First Name
Norman
Geoff
Hugh
Patrick
Torvid
Mike
Peter
Gerry
Christopher
Chris
William
Baobby
Dave
James
Rick
Bob
Fred
Gary
Tim

Pat
Richard
Philip
Lawrence
Andrew
Charles
Robert
Bryan
Waldo
Carl
Terry
Richard
Douglas
Tad
Craig
Fred
Bob
Ron

Spud

Last Name
Carey
Wood
Logie
O'Connor

L ensebakken
Wright
Flueckiger
Price
Hazlitt
Hazlitt
Henze
Mathers
Richardson Jr.
Thomas
Hartly
Boydston
Wiebe
Bradshaw
Iverson
Panzera
Terry
Tinlin
Keating
Aurigema
Ufkes
Wood
Knox

Born
Claytor
Devine
Dudkiewicz
Schiller
Simpson
Steffen
Worrell

Moehlenkamp

Shearer
Sporintz

City

QLD
Parkside
Medicine Hat
Sarnia
Skien
Republic
Hohenrain
West Sussex
Palmer
Palmer

King Cove
Mobile
Trussville
Troy

St Joe
Sedona
Phoenix
Fontana
Torrance
Hanford
Walnut
Hartsel
Newark

Oak Hill
Ocala
Okeechobee
Des Moines
Charleston
Alton
Jacksonville
Freeport
Oregon
Paxton
Champaign
Decatur
Evansville
Quincy
Olathe

State

AB
ONT

AK
AK
AK
AL
AL
AL
AR
AZ
AZ
CA
CA
CA
CA
CO
DE
FL
FL
FL
1A
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IN
IN
KS
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Country
Austraila
Austraila
Canada
Canada
Norway
South Africa
Switzerland

United Kingdom

Last Issue
124
124
124
124
124
130
124
124
124
124
124
124
124
124
124
124
124
124
130
130
124
124
124
130
124
124
124
124
130
124
124
130
130
130
130
124
124
130



First Name Last Name City State Last Issue
Owen Strawn Wichita KS 124
Richard Jones Millis MA 124
Phil Christiansen Oronoco MN 130
Jim Olson New Prague MN 124
Wally Rennick St. James MN 130
Joseph Anthony Foristell MO 124
Jeffrey LeTempt Rolla MO 130
Philip Schloss Pomona MO 124
Ricky Sisk Washington MO 124
Richard Werner Chesterfield MO 130
Steve Wilson Cairo NE 124
George Wagner Flanders NJ 124
Dan Palmer Tijeras NM 124
Keith Calhoun Overton NV 124
Brendaand Jay Stewart Elko NV 124
A.V. Dziminowicz Poughkeepsie  NY 124
Richard Hoch Angola NY 124
Dave Richardson Stow OH 130
Ron Wise Napoleon OH 124
John Kunz Owasso OK 124
John Bombard Trenton SC 124
Greg Bruns Moore SC 124
Wayne Ulvestad Volga SD 124
Jim Masal Carrollton TX 130
Robert Johnson Ogden uT 124
Charlie Johnson Ogden uT 124
Ken Hayward Lynden WA 124
llya Beyder Milwaukee Wi 124
Michael Corso Twin Lakes wi 124

Hard Copy DBFN Archive

Since several people have expressed an interest in the archive, a mass-purchase price is going to be less than |
originally quoted. The introductory price is going to be $120 USD (just 97 cents per issue) plus shipping for
all 124 DBFN issues. Thisintroductory priceisonly good for thisinitial mass purchase. After thisinitial of-
fering is complete, the normal price (as of 18 OCT 06) is going to be $135 plus shipping for all 6 volumes. |
am avery trusting guy, but I am not going to go out and purchase these newsletter archives that | have not re-
ceived payment for. | do not want to spend my money on something that is just going to take up space and
collect dust. Please email me at jeffrey.letempt@us.army.mil or cal me at work (573) 596-0165 or at home
(573) 364-2545 (before 2030 central time please) with your address and | will calculate a total delivered cost
for you. There are several people who are chomping at the bit to get their back issues so | do not want this to
drag out for severa months. The deadline for this specia offer is going to be 31 DEC 06, so if you want to
take advantage of this offer you better not drag your feet. Once | get at least 5 orders | will send off the order
to the print shop. Persona checks and money orders are ok. | can not accept credit cards, but | can gladly ac-
cept PayPal payments for an additional 2.9% + 30 cents (thisis what PayPal charges me). You can use PayPdl
to pay with your credit card. Of course | would encourage everyone to take this opportunity to renew their
DBFN subscription for 2007 at the same time.

Jeff
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Subscriber's | nfor mation

Classifieds

Dragonfly Builders & Flyers Newslet-
ter (DBFN) is currently published Bi-

monthly at a rate of $22.00 per year in
the US, $23.50 per year in Canada,
Alaska and Mexico, and $28.50 per
year (US funds) per year for foreign
subscribers. An electronic version is
available for $16.00 per year regard-
less of where you live. Send remit-
tance to and make payment payable to:

For Sale: Dragonfly MK-
[H. Engine. Modified
HAPI/VW  with pulley
driven aternator, Airflow
performance fuel injection,
etc. Engine and airframe
170 hrs. The arcraft is
located in Norway, al
ways hangared and in good
condition. For more infor-
mation, pictures etc. contact Torvid Lensebakken via emall
|ensebakken@tel efonica.net

Jeffrey A. LeTempt
1107 Murry Lane
Rolla, MO 65401
(573) 364-2545
letempt@fidnet.com

e T
Il‘;—-.—ll.-—_ ¥

For Sale.  NACA Flush Inlets designed for 1/2" sandwich struc- _
tures. These make a good looking functional inlet to replace the hand | FOr hard copy back issues send $4.00
carved per plans ones. Inlets are $40 per pair, plus $4.00 shipping. Note: || for each issue to Jeffrey A. LeTempt
Spinners no longer available. Contact Charlie Johnson, 2228 East 7875 o the shovels=SiE,

South, Ogden UT 84405 (801)-479-7446 or email OneSkyDog@aol.com

Issues #89 through #106 are available

: : _ electronically from Pat Panzera for
For Sale: Composite spinners for the Dragonfly $180.00. Call Tim a |l $4.00 each.

310-386-8354 or email dflypilot@yahoo.com

Patrick Panzera
For Sale: Polystyrene Blue Foam For Sale — Make offers — Some of the | PO Box 1382

foams have aready been professionally hot wired - canard, wing, rudder, [l Hanford CA 93232-1382

elevator etc. Some are blank/uncut. Also have Y2 Clark foam Located at  J| (559) 584-3306

the South Lakeland Airport (X49) in Florida. Pictures and more detail || panzera@experimental-aviation.com
available viaemail request. (863) 646-2612 or email at

coentryl12@msn.com | deas and opinions expressed in DBFN

are solely those of the individual au-

For_Sale._Dragonfly Fuselage For Sale -- $600 Firm -- Thisincludes fi- || thor- The information is for entertain-
ber glassed sides, bottom, front and rear turtle decks, fuel tank/seat, engine ment only! Applicali GiiSiEESE
cowl, motor mount and bulkheads. This would be a good start for some- Zrn:/gewsg?ssﬁ'onzgggtiﬂ ne%;ntlli)eB;l(\!
one. Just start putting it together. Located at the South Lakeland Airport = v

) : . . . X perimental aircraft builder, and should
(6>r<n£;£i)|}clq nerli[lr(\)/riga@ rl?];::t]ugce);sn available via email request. (863) 646-2612 or | applied a one's own risk. Applica

tion of any of the instructions or ideas
contained in DBFN could result in

For Sale: Dragonfly MK-I
converted to hoop
gear. Porsche 1800 engine
(big VW) converted to
2400 with parts from Great
Plains. Airframe complete
& wings & control surface
mounts are fin-
ished. Cleveland wheels &
brakes. Ed Sterba prop.
Nearly complete. Asking

$10,000. Call 815-397-1533 or email stieggrinding@aol.com

DBFN 123 PAGE 12

injury, death, or worse.

Letters, pictures and computer sup-
plied data submitted to DBFN are sub-
ject to final screening by DBFN / Jeff
LeTempt, and may be restricted, de-
leted, revised or otherwise edited as
deemed necessary for content or space
requirements. Materials will be re-
turned by request only, and with the
proper postage paid.




Dragonfly Buildersand Flyers Newsletter

Renewal / Subscription Form for 1ssues#125 Jan/Feb 2007 thr ough #130 Nov/Dec 2007

E-Mail
Name
Plans S/N (Optional)
Address
City State /Prov Check one
Zip/Postal Code Country | would like to receive:
An electronic version only
Phone A mailed hard copy only
Both
Jeffrey A. LeTempt
Please make check payable to: 1107 Murry Lane
Rolla, MO 65401
Subscription rates for 2007
Check or Money Order " PayPal" Payments
Inside the United States.. ......cccccvveenee $22.00 Insidethe United States........cccocoeueevrenee. $23.00
Canada (USfundsonly)........ccceueue.e. $23.50 Canada (USfundsonly).........cccceeeueuenee. $24.50
Overseas- Airmail (USfundsonly)..... $28.50 Overseas- Airmail (USfundsonly)........ $29.50
Electronic Only (US Funds Only)...... $16.00 Electronic Only (USfundsonly).......... $17.00

Note: “ Electronic Only” rateisfor everyoneregardless whereyou live.

PayPal isthe simplest way to pay for your subscription.

Print thisform, fill in the appropriate spaces and mail it along with your check to the address listed. If you use
"PayPal" to pay for your subscription, include the requested information in an e-mail.

PayPal ID - |etempt@fidnet.com




