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Is it Spring alrngdg? Spmsms  like wz  just gob the last pecessar to chare their camp while a2t Hangalore, The
rewsletter tooether and mailed. and here another one iz dus. 1 yeather -thers was absclutzly  Eeaudiful until the last day of
do have c=ome help thz: izssue  though, in  the fore of letters the shen 1% furned  rainy, Thanks to all yow Aussies uwho
from uou guys sbout  uwour projects and some  interssting inpyt  mads the Yank's stay thers o enjoustle.
from [on Hewes, LR LS

Vou know this mewslettse i= yours, too, and oy ave ; 'tEFE waz flown to UMW FUM in March for the
invited ‘0 carticipate by sending anything that wou pay be  Fi¥ in of the year. ML "N FRUSTRATION would have
willing o chare with the other buildere, BeET e rnamey thousk, 5 the rain  god really

AUETRALIAN TFIP sozke
I attended Mangalore this year, that’s the Australian !
ecuivalent of Ochk:osh, and had a great tipe there. 1 was met bave ever flown, with bheavy turbulance and  strong winde to

at the airpovt in Helbourne by Hoel Pramich, spent the night at contend with both directions. 1 t Keyrville, Taxas to
his home,  end tzlked DRAGOMNFLY. His  fuselage is pretty eell ‘ buzlde?' thsra; f‘s ing throwgh  shout
along ard looking good.  Moel built and flsw the first Vapi-Ezs i B 1 it Vﬁlﬂ: Lidn't
in Apstralia, a ‘tack of tremendous proportions becavse he had
to lay the pa work foundaticn with the Department of Aviation
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TEOPHY WINMERS

Terry and Joan Nichols® DRAGOIFLY took home the trophy for
*fect Homehuilt® &t the faliformia City Fly-in las sonth.
fongratulatione are in order, bhut then their DRASAFLY is =0
beautiful, the Jjudoes would have to be out of their minds ic
ive the trophy to anyone else.

(-]

FIRST AMMUAL DRAZONFLY SHARMING

He kave had many favorzble razponzsz io the DRAGOHFLY Fly-
eeverzl people at the local
. He have these sotels availeble with plenty of rooms
iny from the Ramsda Inn; plush kot expensive. to the Golden
c 2

amadz’s phone nupher is {£82) B835-5828 and Golden &'s phons is

5

T.Y. and poply located just ! and 172 miles  from the airport.
R

{682) 4557374,

If yo’ve fluing, ground transportation will
= provided, no charge. He're fifty miles from both Tucscn and
Phoeniy; rental cars are cheap here. There iz plenty of room
for self-contained caspers and motor homes on the airport.

He intend that this SHARWING be educational and will have
forume Fridsy  and  Saturday on  composite construction
technioues, engine huilding, flight testing on those crucial
firct flights, and, of course; cycle as many of you soon-to-fly
builders throtigh the prototype as time permits.

Y= interd the suarming to be both fun and educational, Me
will bave forums Fridsy and Saturdsy on composite comstructions
with fhric Gentry of (.G, Aerc doing "hands on® demonstrations.

HZF1 Ergines people will be coducting engine foruss.

Bick Futan will conduct 2 forum on Saturday on flight
testipg, describing the essential elements; bow to recognize
prohlens without endangering yourself or wour aircraft.

Tagk Pesearch will be  hers assemblying one of the rew
totally prefabricated “SHAP" DRAGOMFLY fuselages during the
wsekend for those builders gscing that direction.  Even if it
dnes cost you the price of an airline ticket, we're gaing to
try and make thiz event 3 learning experience that will more
than compensate vou for the money spent to gst here. A little
hit of flight expsvience in a DREASONFLY will probsblu do mors
tc besp uour bird in one piece than the most  evpensive
insurance policy uou car by, Please do let us know if you
intend o bz herey, so we won't be short of groceries when we
fe=d uou Saturdsy night. Don’t forget, October 7, 8, and 9.
Copperstatz Fly-in; one of the biggest on the Hest coast will

be hald here at Eloy the following weekend; October 14, IS, and
".!l

Flans Pirates

We zre increasingly aware that several Dragonflys are
being built vuveing copied plans.  Thice bothers uz for several
reasons. | think the first is disappointment in these builders
vho have allowed their plans to be copisd.  The builders
agrestert they sigred and agreed to ic clesy that each set of
planz is for one airplane only and buildsr agrees not to copy
of allow anyone else to copy or build ancther aircraft from
that set of plans,

I belive that the Dragonfly builders as & group ave some
of the best people op earth and it's only & very few who not
henpcred their agreseent.

Hz can't blame the guy who wants to get a =et of planc
free; we all need to save a bucks but saving is a far different
thing from using copyrigshted meteris! obtained by devious
g=thods,

Uhen uou purchaze a set of plans zou are getting move than
just come drawinze, you’ve helping reigburse the  desiener for

the thousands of hours of design and testing uwork, then the
ordeal of ereducing & set of plaps; rprinting costs, and the
felloe up support to the design. Thiz includes continual
updates and corrections on  the plans, builders support in the
form of kours on the phone, plus scoves of letters to buildsrs
all over the world.  letters oot over  $5.88 each  to answer
(41,70 additiona] postage for overceas letters) and you alse
rECRIVE 8 one year subscription to thic newslettr,

The builder who allpws hkis plans to be copied is probably
doing more harm that the pirate buildsr. becauss he erpdes the
bond of trust we have in a1l our builders; and undermines the
income that makes it possible Y5 continue to provide the
support, new  development, and continual  refinement that uou

veect.

Flpasz think shout the above when someons asks to copy
your plans, The rplans are reallu ot yoursy but  rather you
have heen licensed to build an aircraft and the drawings are
furnished for you to do sc. If you will help %o protect our
interestsy, we pledse to give you our best efforts in your
behalf.

{otrtnes Brysn flew hiz  Dragorfly from Ohio  to Sun®H®Fun
thiz us=ar, it reslly leoked good on the line next to the
prototupe.  Received a letter from him later which reads.

Lear Rex & Crewt

1 am =ending ymu additional pictures of bagzags area of my
DRAGOIFLY. T belisve you took others at Sun & Fun,

I have floun the airplsne 74 houwrs nop and have been
pleased with the airframe and its performance. I used
bydraulic disc brakes and can arply them any  time after
touchdoun without fear of brake pull. They have always staued
ctraight ahead.

Hy DRAGOHFLY has always stalled at 4@ knots recovers at 45
knots indicated and I can make turne either way with power off
stalled with very positive ailercn aad  rudder contral all the
w3y,

I find the large redder 5 little too sensitive and tend tc
overcontrol rudder action, ! eould recommsnd and intend fc
install strong centering springs  to redice sepsitivity. My
cruise speed actuzl ground speed *fellows®  flying to Sun & Fum
varied from 2 low of 150 mph to a high of 178 meh, 1 find it
hard tc believe these reports of canards bresking by running
off a &% drocp at the end of the runway as 1 waz told by one
fellow. 1 kave dropped my DR2EDHFLY once S feet during takeoff
practirey short hops as per Eob Walters® recommendation in pre-
first flight practice.

Wy advice is do not practice ac Fob Wslters recompends,
bot as Rex Taulor recomsends.

I alsc decided one day to try landing the DRAGONFLY in a
different way to lard cshorter. 1 approached at 78 over the
fencey landed at S to & feet off  and pulled stick all the way
back at 37 off.  Don't do it fellows.  All it did wac do the
highest bounce I have sver donei maybe ever. | bounced sc high
I put in full poser aad never came within 57 of the rupwey as
it cettled zome and climbed on out to use sy proven sethod of
landirg this airplane,

I have never improved over the first
come in; hold it zhout & foob off where
doum, I velezse soze batk pressure

landing method, 1
it settles, and touch
and 1t lands smooth as

sill. 1 heve tried every routine I can think of and none works
batter than that, Think about it.  Hhen you releasze hack

preseurs it's very rmear  like retracking flaps on 2 regular



aircraft,  Cpesking of sy vevmaster engine, if ycu insist on
buzing one, figure on rebuilding it or ym will have bisg
trouble, Pevmazter doesn’t cooperate or  help you. You're on
your o, 1 consulted Rex several times concerning the
trovbles with my ensine and he  helped me quite a lot, 1 think
t zpeakz well of aman to help solve the problems uou have
gith a competitor’s product.

I would strongly advize using 2 HAPI ensire or at least
their main components, and, most of all, their expert advice.

By the way, building tiee was pechably around 1208 hours,
and tosk me 18 months.

Hy Revpaster iz now running good after 1 tesrdowns—2
requiring engine regoval.
Sincersly,

irtney Eruan

MEY TAILWHEEL SPRIMNG

The company that has made the pultrusicn we uwse for 2
tailuwhesl spring has  stopped production on that particular
rross section,  We have approved and Wicks Aircraft is nmw
supplying 3 pultrusion with a2 slightly heavier cross zection
shich is reddick crange in color. The new sprirg is twp inches
shorter than the yellcw one formerly supplied so it s
necessary to make the stesl tube porticn slightly longer as per
the sketch here to compenzate for the shorter length., Those of
you who already have the uellow tailwhee! spring will not be
affected by this change.
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HEW TAILWHEEL »

Hany of yow have oupressed concern about the tailwheel
being ncisy on take off and rollout, and 1 must admit that it
is annoying, The wheel has a hard rubber tire that 1 feel
could be aquisted with a =zofter tready, but such nore
importantly, gain adhesion to the runway csurface and give
better ruddsr authority at low speeds. Now pleaze don’t
construe  this to mean we have a rontrol problem; we don't.
There is alsost nothing, howsver, that cannal be improved. Ken
Brock HMfg. Co. is designing a new tailuheel to be used op
DRAGONFLY with a much softer rubber tread and cealed bearing in
the center, The wheel is constructad in such a way that the
tread will be replacable. Ken will alsp have available the
cpmplete tailwheel assembly ready to hook  to the tailspring,
Contact Frock directly for price and availsbility.

Ue have raceived a copy of the "Canard Pusker® from Futan
Aircraft which states  that RAF has  testsd the 7715 Furlinaton
cloth supplied by Alpha Flastics, Inc. and that they believe it
to be deficient in strength compared to Hexcel by about (S
percent in rempre--xsn mcde,

Algha Plastics doss not  concur with the results and fesls
that further test:ng of a more sophisticated nature is
necessary to resplve the question.  Bath Buelington and Putan
arz continuing their tests,

Ha zt Yiking ‘:*e Ett szen tost dats

gt will de %hcfv utrc:é t'
stronsth of your zivcraft is nob comeron

Urtil sore definitive test ta
Flastice iz recalling the Ear;iﬁatcn 7iE
following letter,

Rear Cuztomer,

Ther kas recently  develppsd 2 controversy concsrring the
7718 Upidivectional Fiberzlzes produced by Furlieston. Az sn
irterip meazure and while additicnal t._tzr; is b=1n; C"Mfa“aed

=2

and until all controversy is r
rustomers  return any  umused
Fikerglazs to us for a refund o replzcen

Hz are indesd sorry for this inaanveaisnte. This letter
iz being sent to all customers, sven though meny of umu may not
kave purchased any 775 from us, Anu 7715 Ihldzr cticnal
Fiberqlsss purchazed from us prioe to Julyy 1962 iz not subject
ta this recall.

Additioral inforsation witl

??15 Unidirezf‘:r:!

be forwarded in a couple of

Singerzly,
Ira B. Halz, Jr.
Frezident

If you have this material in your aircraft don't panic
until the results are in. The testing will determine what must
ke done,

We are always eager to get knowladgeable people ints
Pragonfly for some stick time. Yo recently had Don Hewes arnd
his wige Peg aboard. [on is a retired MASA emplouzs  with
conciderable background in flight test and airfoil evaluation.
Don’s letter follows.

Hay 11, 1983
Dear Rex,

Yes, I was very impressed with the DRAGOMFLY, as upu
genticned in the last Mewsletter, and | was - pleased to get a
back-to-back comparison with the LongEZ, I had flown with Dick
Rutan in hiz special LongEl and  with H1&= Helville in RAF's
demonstration plane just two days before flying with you out of
{amarillo.

1 found the general  flight characteristice of the
DRAGONFLY to be very geod and aquite similar 4o the Lonabl,
However, 1 did not get  a chance to make  takeoffs and landinas
in either design. Obviously, the LongEZ had someshat better
clisb capability because of the bigger emgines, but it arpeared
that the DRAGONFLY's climb was very good. The contrcl harmony
was very gond  although the ailerons were a bit heavier than
thoze of the LongE?, however they were more than adeauate. The
sidearm rontrollers of both designs were comfortable and felt
very natural for a center-stick rilot.

I prefer the side-by-side seating of the DRAGONFLY over
the tandem arrangement for the LongEZ.  Of course, visibility
gas super and far better than that from the rear seat of the
LongEl. Having the canard positioned low with negative
dikedral makes for 2 big improvesent in vizibility, Etall
characteristics were excellent for the C.5, and load we were
flying. I would be interested in seeing the full aft and
forward £.6. stall characteristics as these might be different.



Foo, my wifs, i5 a iow-time pilct and had been somewhat
scprehenzive zbout fluirg a "funny® airplane, but she gas quits
sat;'flau after flying with jQL. fhe has a private ticket and
iz my “chief rilot® since I picked up 2 paczmaker 2 fE¢ y
290 Essentxa 1y all of ker tize iz on the fessna 152, hut
iz rhecked out in our ED4  and therefore  knows how to hand 1
tzildraggers, Poth of us are not =mall pecrle sows nesd 2
fairly rocmy cockpit and good  takeoff, climby and landing
performanca, The [PAGONFLY is not as roomy as our ED4 and
carries far less  luggasze; but iz much acre comfortable with
guch lower noize level. Of coorzey,  there are less  than half
the number of horsee trampling  around up front., In spite of
that, we can be cruising about 19 agh faster in the DRAGINFLY.
Gur E04 iz a beactiful crosscountey machine and we anjoy
mzking such trips. However, the [0 iz a bit hot on landing
because of its much heavier wing lozding,  Therefore T have
been very interested in comparing  the takecff, climby, and
landing characteristics of the DRAGOWFLY. 1 observed that your
landing approach nusbers will f€lzai “forever® if the approach
spzed i5 & bit too hish.  However, you hit the "bottoe® of the
power required curve at about 78 mph and nesd Yo have the
phesls on the ground at  that speed although it stalls near 4.
I ncticed that you flared at about the same speed as I do with
the B0 but the DRASOMFLY continued  the float to a very much
lower spead than the BD  befcre touchdown. thvicusly, the
differance is due to the locwer wing lcading and the much higher
wing aspect ratio of the DRAGONFLY.  From what | saw, 1 aupect
tn be zatisfied with the DRAGONFLY landing cheracteristics,
hoszier, [ can see that scme form of drag flaps uould be
helpful to steepen the apprcach for small field operation.
1 had the urinue chance to fly Gick’s LongEl in the desert
at Hnjave both is and out of the rain, and found that rain have
very littls effect on the DRAGOIFLY, so 1 am still waitipg for
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s chance o persorally svaluate thes, sespecially those at low

sp gzde, Put based or what 1 have l=arnaed over the past ceveal
onths, I don't expect ts ercountar any serious problems.

In the last Mowsletter before uou tomk overs 1 was

vrfairly  and iscorrectly charged with msking a statesent at

dshkosh las* yggs that the DRAGOWFLY has sericus probless with
rain and tug contamination of the wings. I actually said at
that tizs thst, based on the available information, I believed
thzt the DRAEOMFLY DBeh Waltsrs built CID NOT have any cerious
problems, My concern w3s and continues to be with  the other
CEAGONFLYs that may not be built as carefully as Eoh's or may
b= eodified 'slightly® s=so that the canard airfcil
characteristics are diffzrent.

fe haz been pointed out is several recent aviation
articles, a nupher of the Prand @ verzions of the tandem wing
configuration have had scme serious problems.  There are tws
significant differences betueen the DRAGOIFLY and the cthers
first, the lower wing lcading and, =econd, the thinner canard
airfoil. infortunztely, we donoct know how sensitive and the
contamiration effects are to these o other factors,  Roth
Ech’s experience and yours with the original airrlane and thst
of Terry Michols seem to show that there are no serious effects
of rain on the besic decign characteristics,  Althoush I do
consider that a 1@ mpb  increase in stall speed iz HOT
IMCIGHIFICAT,  Howevery 1 don't see it 25 a ssrious PROELEH acs
lonz as tah pzlﬂ* is aware of the actual behavior and knows how
to cope with it, It is IMFORTAMT to be aware of the FOSSIBILITY
that a DRAGMNFLY built by 2 “sloppy® buildery or 2 DRAGONFLY
that kas been 'sodified slightly®  may possess some complestely
different and perhzps serious characteristics.

1 have coversd the subdect of the effscts of rain and bug
e canard and fandem wing airplanes  in general in the three-
part article which is currently ruaning in the SPORT AVIATION
pagazine,; so I won't go into that subject further here, Tub I
do suggest  that all DRAGOMFLY builders take the time to vead
all three installments, aven thoush they are rather long and
serhars a bit tedious.

There has been very little progress lately with our bird
hscause of the coldy, wet spring weather, but [ now have
finished the canard and expect to comelete 31l of the hasic
foam-glass fabrication in  the next few days.  Me hope to make
it to Oshkosh this veary but will be sure to make it to your
fly-in at Elou in October. I plan to install my AIRGUIDE tuwo-
a¢is autopilot system in  the DRAGONFLY and have it thoroughly
tested, Thers should be theee or four DEASGNFLYs flying around
the Hewport Ness-Horfolk area by late this fall,

Thanks for gqiving Peg and me the chance to fly the
GRAGONFLY and see first-hand that it is a fine flying machine.
Sincerely,

Don Hapes, E&A 32181

Pilots Manual For Dragonfly

He are geaerating information for the manual at a pretty
good rate. He have been fortunate in getting Dick Rutan to fly
the flight tests and do the ‘“number crunching® in the computer
to gensrate the data neceszary for the various charts and
graphs,

Dick is probably one of the lezding test pilots in the
worldy doing the testing for Purts new designs, some  flight
tests for  independents such  as ourselves, in between setting
rew world records in his Long-Eze.  He and Jeanna Yeager are
gell into building their "Yoyager® decigned to 9o around the
worldy non stop without refueling.

Dick has already flown part of the tests necessary and
will be spending more time in Dragonfly in the next month =0
that very soonm now Dragonfly’s performance will be well
docuzented and predictable IF you build it like the plans.

We have several flight reports from builiders now and
those builders who have faithfully followed the plans are
reporting weights and parformance almost identical with the
grototype.

Thoze who have made major modifications have nct attained
design performance and of course the numbers Dick  generates
with hkis work will not be nearly as applicable to thoee
aircraft.

As soon as possible we'll have the pilots manual available
but we expect it to be October at the earliest before
publication. The rpilots manval will also include 2 check off
list to be followed preparatory to the first flight, and then 2
testing prograp designed to expand the testing envelop with
pinimal risk to pilet or  aircraft until at the coepletion you
will have 2 throughly tested aircraft, You will also have
filled in the blank spaces with the information you generated
by testirg and have develosed accurate perforsance charts for
your own aircraft,

EAA - 12th Annual
COPPER STATE FLY-IN
Eloy Airport, Eloy, Arizona

Oct. 14-15-16, 1983
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HEW INSTRUMENT FAMEL
While on the Gun W Fun trip, I had the opportunity to
poot many builders and see some of their projects. Tom Heolfe
of Round Fock, Texae hac an  instrument panel medification that
ic far epasier and betizr locking then whet v had intended to
use, so we asksd kim if he would allow us to share his ideas
with gou. ‘
The advantages of vzing Tom’s eodification are ssveral.
It retains original header tank location and caracity, and
requires 2 bare minimum of work. Tos’c panel places the
instrusents vertiral, thus reducing sun glare on the faces;
without reducing knee room. It requires the bare mininum of
dimensioral changes and allows center ctacking of the radios,
and perhaps best of 211, it looks good! % S e N S
Ton's panel is placed in the stock location at the bottom  packzge price of $5:9.080. We wmest by in lots of tep set
shere it connects to the conscles and iz angled forward to the i umy are interested send your check to HAFI, snd uou
op of the knee cutouts, where it ic cut and bent to vertical.  have vour instrugents by July 15tk o uner check veturned
The header tank dimensions are unchanged except that the left  yncached if there is rot encush interest for ten setz. M can
end of the bheader tank nearest the center console is moved t0 alsg evcept Hazter Cherge, Viss, or Americay Fypress.  These
the right cne (1) inch to clear the center stacked radios. a4 the HAPI triples will fill up the new panzl just right,
Dimensions are as. per sketch. : :
HEF1 triples ere mounted in the two holes in center
copsaleaivicg all neceszary engire infermation eszily visible
from either szab, end the flight instrusents consisting of from
1zf+ topight, elschric tuen coordinator, air spesd indicator,
altimeter and rate of clisk are dizplaged in front of rilot for
excellent visving, Ancther 2 1/1% hole is to be placed gt the
extrems 12t for the cospas:.
Flight Tnstruments
Hany buvilders ars having problems  locating good flignt
irstrugents 2t reasonshle cost. HEPI has probed the market for
gonthe tryirg to fird good sources on flisht instruments, Mo
finally foond & compara that will supply top quality  flight
¥z have bee
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irstrugents at  reasonsble prices.

grouc.of instruments that copsists of  new air speed indicabor,

properly marked for Dragonflyy new G-2808 FFM rate of clisk B t s & ; :

indicators plus zensitive altineter and an electric turn MEW MOMTs being fitted tc Roger Ring's fucslage, Mote the
=l

cooridrator; {hoth overhauled ard certifizd unitzl, for a total "thrust line" string used to locate mounts



1 have rever besn fond of the method of attaching the
gotor mount to the air frase on DRASORFLY. It is structurally
cound and has proven iteelf in service, hut it is very
difficult to maintain producticn control over.  The builder
poet install the four horms st the  proper compound angles in
sactly the right place for  everything to fall in place as it
should, with the thrust line and  engine placement correct.
Thig has been a continuine problem with many huilders reportin
diffizulties in aligning sverything in the engine compariment
due to small disenszional erross while building, and  the fact
that there iz no provision in the mounting sustes for thrust
line sdjusizent. Y2 have redecigred the motor mount to
incorporate the copventicral thimbles apd through bolts in the
fireuall, The load path is carried from the firewall into the
fiselage sides and longeroms by two fabricated aluminum angles
that bolt to the longerons using the existing heles that
formerly retained the horns.  This system allows the builder to
install the engine on the mounts and  then C'clamp the mount in
position on the fireuall adjusting the thrust line side thrust
up and down thrust correctly; ther drilling the four heles to
artually bolt the mount to the airplare. Further adjustaent
can be shtained by shimmirg mount corners gith washers to
acheive correct alignment if necessary. These mounts are
manufactured and scld by HAPI Enginss and arz available now.
Frice is still $139.58, and H4PI cannct exchange the new style
gounts for the cold style.  If you've already bought the older
stule, use them; there's just sore work to installing the
engine. If yru have not yet bought your mounts, the new ones
may save you howrs of work,

Lon Zigserman's Draganfly is nearing the finishirg, sanding,
ard zngine stages. Don was here and had scae stick tize in the
rrotctype,  His lettsr follows -

Sztting to fly the DRAGOHFLY was a very important event
for mey as a DRAGOMFLY builder. I chose the design becauss of
the perforeance and good  locks; with the performance being
verifisd bty first-hand experiences of pecple 1 knew and
trusted, not just what the brochure said. Rut 1 really wanted
to know what it was like to fly the thing from personal
experiznce. While uou spend hours shaping & glassing, thoughts
cresp into your mindy like, ‘*These light comrosites are
squirelly,..tricky to fly...ycu nzed to be an experienced
aviator to fly these thirgs...etc.” I'm very happy to have the
izsue szettled in sy mind now-—-the DRAGCIFLY is a very nice
kandling airplane——no surprizes——it just flies and does what
you want it teo do.

THE TETAILS

The seating position feels perfectly natural--coefortable-
-acthing feols straired while you look arocund & work the
controls,  The rcise level waz not at all chjectionabls. |
talked to Bex  tiroughout the flight at the same volume cne
would uez in talking te a passenger in a (essna 150.

Same reatine flying first-—straight lines and turning.
The airplane responds  to pressure on the stick, not gross
deflactions. 1% is a very nice senzation——like uyou were
feeling the control surfaces; and yov lightly push the airplane
vhors you want to so—-upy  downy  lefly right. No tricks.
Within the limits of my perceptiomy I could not detect any
adverse yaw on thz ailercns, Feet off the rudder pedals and
you turn just fine. MNice for long trips--you can do all your
flying with just the stick.

The nost ispressive part of flying the airrplane was in
clow flight and canard cstalls.  Eack, back on the stick—the
nose bobs a couple of times and  just hangs there, hut the
aileronc are fully responsive., At full aft stick, I can roll
thirty degress to the rishts heold it there, roll back to level,
and then thirty degrees to the left. Like sope giant hand
holding you up in the sky while you do things with the comtrols
which would ordinarily be asking for trouble. Rex tells me to
try some tight turns in slow flight, like wou just overshot the
runiay on baze and uou’re trying to get back oo fimal., He're
in what seemz like 2 forty-five degree bank. hard hack on the
stick and aszin the canard just hangs there and nods, letting
you  know  that other airplanes would have had you spinning
straight doun by that tipe,

I was reslly struck by the great cpenness of the view--no
part of the airplane sezas to be in the way of where you want
to losk—-like being part of the =hy. Put mostly I kees looking
at the wing & canard off o the right. From where I sity I'm
seeing them both edse ony and they look  like two long rigid
oles (cre with 2 sheel &t the endi. There they arey sticking
out into space, unwavering, and I keep finding myself laughing
{z glesful laugh on the inside} as my rations! mind tries to
convince the rest of me that these *poles® are what arz keeping
us ug in the air.

Final approach seems to be done at a comfortable speed and
nothing sesms to be busy or tricky. One thing 1 wanted to do
is feel the touchdown of the wheels. [ felt there had to be
some kind of tork in the yaw direction since the wheels are so
far cut. The left sheel touches firsty then the right, all
very lightly, and I have toc admit I cannot tell when they touch
ground excert by loocking, ,

S0 here I ap today hapry to knouw what the DRAGONFLY feels
like to fly. I work con my airplane knowing it is going to be a
fun thing to have and to flu. 1 still plan to get the
recommended  tail-dragger time and esperience landing
*floaters.®” [ encourage you fellow builders to get a ride,
Fex is great about this, and especially wants you builders who
are nearing cogpletion to get sope hands—on flying experience
in the prototyre.

fon limmerman

DBragonfly Flu—In At Rockford

All Dragonfly pilots and builders are  dnvited to attznd 3
special Pre-(chkosh fly in st Rockford, 1L aircoet on July Z5th
that’s the thursday preceding Oshkosh. It logks at this point
as if at leaet four flying Dragonfly’s will be there, including

ke prototyre,

Thiz get tegether was organized by FReger Lindsman of
Bockford and will give all of us a chance to get together, swap
evperiences and ideasy and enjou a good zeal thursday night.
There are saveral motels nearky frow Hotsl & (Z people $21.15)
te Howard Johnzone (2 vecple for $48. 281,

Hore to cee you  thers whethzr  you are buildieg or still
Just locking. We'll kave a gond time!

Premolded ®*"Snap® Dragonflus!

TASK Rezearch will have the completely pre-fabed kit in
groduction by the tige you read this. The process has taken
longer than espected but the results are terrific. The quality
and fits that TASK hiaz engincered into these parts will firmly
zztablich thew 2= the "aew standard® of the kit plane industry.
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- {rmplste engires; or engine parts for the
bu z

13 1dar o ild his owr, motor mounts,  sphaust
system g, propellors; enzine  inctrumentsz, flizht
irstrugerts, sngine controls, and  hudraulic
szsemblise.  Send $4.99 for postpaid catzles

refundsd with your first order of $75.68 or
16887 Eloy, &7 E5Z231.

Hicke Aircraft Supply - Hicks stof copplete raw
materialzs kitz for the [Dragonfly bu3459? wba tuilds from
scratch, spovy, frams, Hewcel 7715 Uni-Cloth, carbop  fiber,
canpeys: cowlingss  end nmuch more,  Send  for their catalog io
4]3 Fine Street Highland, I £2749.

f Researchy Inc.- Completely prefabriceted, prepolded
wheel fairings, wing fips; computer cut wing rores.
rice list and literzture o B4F Eact Zants Maria
nta Paula, {& 52840
zn Brock Manufacturing  Oo.- fomplete  ha
Drasonfly including all control eyster hardware a
rarte, pre ut, welded; plated, and ready to inct
their catalog to 1ESZ Westers Avenue Stanton,
£.5. derc fo.- This compsmu offers
zzrvices fo the Drasonfly beilder, erimarile wings,
and  vertiral surfaces. They alze offer pre-hot wirsd foon
cores to west goast  builders. Thay kave 2 nice line of
fragonfly *T chirts'; caps and  jewslry.  Send for price list
and literature to F 2

Fibertack
fram Yiking %

y price 11
Cé 92871.

Aircraft Windshield Co,- Wanufactures the Dragonfly cano
from 'Yiking oered tocline, Thiz  canopy is stretch
bleen and cammct e duplicatsd by others withen
auality {this cancpy is stocked by Wicks), 38 t
Loe Alamitos, 43 °°7'B¢

Avic Aviation - Etocking all the raw materials
your  Dragenfly in £a=*e.' {anads, inciuding resins
foam, and hardware. (wmer [ave Cteinbeck has his  Dragonflu
comeleted and can offer much builder support.
list and otter literature tz FLR.82 Wandstack, Ontario HES THL.

Fegler Aviation LTD. Thiz new  vender will be stocking

- ;refe~-d partz, plus  the copplete line
isz  for Dregonfly  in Australiz.  Feslar
wagonfly  info racks  and Dragonfly

i.

zare bits for
d cthker zetal
all, Zend for
A GRLASE,

custor  building
ranards,

rdea
i

= Falyw v ¥4
& TLNIS

of Dragonfly cowlings, made
ing.  This owll ic stocked by Mirks, Send
and literature to 13809 Frospect Street Santes,

50

=t

m

I

T

£l ck delivery  there. Garth Fogqlar is
E =t prefsb Dragonflys soohe will be
gvai oy price lists and other
Titey Mive Eder Hills 5658 CSouth
Aust

IMPORTANT NOTICE

OUR PLANT WILL CLOSE FOR

“OSHKOSH" 83
July 30 and Reopen August 15, 1983.

We Appreciate Your Business.

Debunking The Pumors

Every zp aftea we haar 3 fresh pew  rumor sbout
being developed for Dragonfly. Scme of the rumors ars
gild and slagst 311 are lacking in factual bhasis,

Uz do intend iz euplore zeveral new  idezs in the fuburs
trying to ksep up with stprluing you
zuzport that  our develerment fime iz

buildars with
very lipitad,

TR I

canard with the
new 23K Feses
(3

Thiz Eﬂﬂl ied

instzllzd on & brand ch ’Ena“‘ Hragenfly

fusalage. This will give us tgo srobotypes to fly and as soon
as gy son Pabrick getz his privs ies tg give rides
in.
Hz intznd ugh I
gly  fesl rilatzgs,
nfle 2z b ich atbitude
da ghen flom
Ié t should 45
eilph decide on o2 ;’ = h

bad situzbisn o
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EDITORE MOTE

Hriting this “EQEEE;tE“ iz g
a}L ayz 2 thallense to fry =
% le at the sams 2

! §~Dma it from oyow builders  describing uyour
108 ilures tom we learn from each other.
Fxc!ur g of your Drzoonfly and we'll

5 weleone

ars alwsuy

uze any of them ze space permits,
% =vFect to have 2t least § flying Draconflu’s st Os
thiz uear and hope to zse yoy there! Thab’s it for this izzue,

i
Your Editar,

Fex Taylor
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